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Dear Mr. Caton:

The Association of American Railroads ("AARn), pursuant to
section 1.1206(a) (2) of the Commission's Rules, hereby notifies
the Commission that representatives of AAR met with Messrs. Brian
F. Fontes, Commission Quello's Office, Randall S. Coleman,
Commissioner Duggan's Office, Bruce A. Franca and Rodney Small,
Office of Engineering and Technology, Robert M. Pepper and David
P. Reed, Office of Plans and Policy, and Byron F. Marchant,
Commissioner Barrett's Office, on July 7, 1993. The substance of
the matters discussed is reflected in the attached memorandum.
An original and one copy of the attached memorandum has been
submitted to the Secretary.
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Please direct any inquiries concerning this matter to the
undersigned

~ctfUllY submitted,

~f(/~
Attorney for AAR

service copies:
Mr. Randall S. Coleman
Mr. Brian F. Fontes
Mr. Bruce A. Franca
Mr. Byron F. Marchant
Mr. Robert M. Pepper
Mr. David P. Reed
Mr. Rodney Small
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Bz part. Pre••ntation ~y

A••ociation of aaerican .ailroa4.

Interest in Proceeding: Railroads make extensive use of 2 GHz
frequencies for private fixed microwave facilities that ensure
safe and reliable operation of the nation's railroads.

critical Functions of Private Fixed Microwave Facilities: AAR
supports Commission's recognition of critical safety and
reliability functions of private fixed microwave facilities
operated by railroads and other industries. Commission must
continue to recognize public interest benefits of these
facilities in all decisions relating to emerging technologies.

Support Basic Framework of Transition Plan: AAR supports First
Report and Order in 92-9, which guarantees that no 2 GHz fixed
microwave licensee will be displaced until provided comparable
alternative facilities and full compensation for relocation. AAR
urges Commission to:

• guarantee that microwave licensees are fUlly
compensated for all expenses related to relocation

• ensure that displaced licensees are provided
"comparable alternative facilities" that result in no
degradation of system performance

• permit microwave licensees to build and test new
facilities and assume full ownership of them

• establish a "transition period" long enough to ensure
adequate time for voluntary negotiations between
microwave licensees and emerging technology entrants

• commence the "transition period" in each market when an
emerging technology license is granted

Support Spectrum Sharing: AAR supports decision to grant fixed
microwave licensees indefinite "co-primary" status in 2 GHz band.
AAR urges Commission to:

• establish technical standards for emerging technologies
that provide fixed microwave licensees interference
protection equivalent to that currently provided under
Standard lO-E

• establish interference standards before any sharing is
permitted
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• D2t permit mobile satellite service to share 2 GHz band
because such systems would most likely cause
interference to private fixed microwave licensees

• grant applications for all modifications, extensions
and expansions of fixed microwave facilities on primary
basis

Unlicensed PCS: AAR supports decision to apply basic transition
framework to all spectrum occupied by private fixed microwave
licensees, including 1910-1930 MHz designated for unlicensed PCS.
AAR urges Commission to:

• establish mechanism, as suggested by UTAN, that will
ensure displaced fixed microwave licensees will be
provided comparable alternative facilities and full
compensation for relocation

• not permit deploYment of any unlicensed PCS devices
until 1910-1930 MHz band is cleared

• not permit deploYment of so-called "non-nomadic"
devices unless it is absolutely guaranteed that such
devices cannot operate outside designated service area

Access to Additional Spectrum: AAR urges Commission to:

• continue to seek access to underutilized federal
government spectrum and authorize its use for either
(1) emerging technologies, or (2) relocation of fixed
microwave licensees displaced from the 2 GHz band

• identify additional spectrum for relocating displaced 2
GHz microwave licensees if bands above 3 GHz prove to
have insufficient capacity, as indicated by comments


